
Response from Mary Louise Kelly to the Diversity Questionnaire:​
​
​
“I'm glad to be in contact and also glad -- through a close read of these questions -- to get a 
sense of priorities for the undersigned organizations.I will not be responding to the 
Questionnaire. I do want to share a quick note on why. As a reporter and anchor at a major 
news organization (NPR), I don't weigh in or share my personal views on events in the 
news. The NPR Code of Conduct stipulates that we don't share our views on social media 
or in interviews or other public events. So, for example, I don't donate to campaigns or to 
advocacy groups; I don't attend political fundraisers or take a public stand on controversial 
issues. I have recused myself from NPR's recent coverage of Harvard, because of my ties 
to the university. This is all pretty standard for serious news journalists, to avoid even the 
appearance of a conflict of interest in stories we might cover. For your awareness, I did 
respond to a required set of questions from Harvard Magazine, and I have given an 
interview to The Crimson (I'm a former Crimson reporter). I do not plan to answer questions 
from any other alumni or special interest groups affiliated with the university, for the reasons 
laid out above.Please rest assured that I am very good at ASKING questions about 
controversial issues. It's the most central skill to my daily work, and one that I intend to 
exercise with Harvard leadership if elected.” 
 
 
 
 


